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UM HIRES VICE PRESIDENT FOR ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE 
MISSOULA -
An Arizona State University administrator now leading a multimillion dollar capital 
bonding plan there will soon oversee finance and administration at The University of Montana, 
President George Dennison announced Wednesday.
V. Scott Cole, chief planning officer at ASU in Tempe, will become vice president for 
administration and finance at UM in mid-August. He replaces James E. Todd, who retired July 1 
after leading UM through a multiyear, $150 million bonding project for capital improvements.
“Scott Cole brings the experience and enthusiasm we need in this position, and he’s ready 
for this kind of appointment,” Dennison said.
Cole was one of seven finalists invited to campus for interviews this spring and summer. 
He will serve as chief fiscal and administrative officer for UM’s four campuses, reporting 
directly to the president. Cole will oversee Facilities Services, Human Resource Services, 
Business Services, the Budget Office, the Office of Campus Security and the Center at Salmon 
Lake.
In his current position, Cole has worked to develop a $234 million five-year capital 
improvement plan for university system campuses, including $100 million for ASU. He has 
coordinated efforts to complete new classroom buildings, student housing and parking projects.
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Cole, who holds a bachelor’s degree in business administration from Arizona State 
University and a master’s in administration from Central Michigan University, has worked in 
business and administrative positions at his alma maters.
After graduating from ASU in 1984, he became assistant director o f facilities 
management there until 1988. Cole then became assistant vice president for facilities 
management at CMU in Mount Pleasant, Mich., earning his master’s there in 1991.
Cole served as vice president for business at George Washington University in 
Washington, D.C., from 1992 to 1994 before returning to Tempe to serve as a consultant in 
administrative and auxiliary services at ASU. He has worked in his present position since 1996.
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